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Advent: A Time for Preparation  

CALENDER  

 ̔ December 7 (Mon.)  

Immaculate Conception Vigil  7 pm 

 ̔ December 8 (Tues.) 

Immaculate Conception Mass 12:15 pm 

2nd Wed. Club Luncheon 1:00 pm 

Immaculate Conception Mass  6:30 pm 

 ̔ December 12 (Sat.) 

Mañanitas for Our Lady Guadalupe (Sp) 

6:00 am, Festival following  

 ̔ December 16-23 Posada (Sp) at CCM 

7 pm each evening 

 ̔ December 24 (Thurs.) 

Family Christmas Eve Mass 4:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Mass (Sp)   7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Mass       9:00 pm 

 ̔ December 25 (Fri.)   

Christmas Mass          10:00 am 

 ̔ December 31 (Thurs.) 

New Yearõs Eve Mass      5:00 pm 

New Yearõs Eve Mass (Sp)  7:00 pm   

 ̔ January 1 (Fri.) 

The Blessed Virgin Mary   10:00 am 

 ̔ January 2 (Sat.) 

Epiphany of the Lord Mass 5:00 pm 

 ̔ January 3 (Sun.) 

Epiphany of the Lord Mass 8:30 am 

Breakfast in Hall          9:45 am 

Epiphany of the Lord Mass  11:00 am                              

 

   The Catholic faith has rich traditions surrounding the season of Advent, the time when we prepare 

for the coming of the Lord on Christmas. One of the most recognizable is the traditional Advent 

wreath which graces our church and the homes of many Catholic families. 

    Another popular way to celebrate Advent  is to "build" the family Nativity scene piece-by-piece. 

Each member of the family is rewarded for kind acts throughout Advent with a piece of straw to place 

inside the Nativity's manger. As the good deeds build up, so does a comfy bed for baby Jesus to placed 

on before the presents are opened on Christmas morning. This is a great way to encourage the entire 

family to focus on giving rather than receiving throughout the Christmas season, as well as a stimulus 

for family discussion during a traditionally busy time of year.  

    The Jesse Tree is great way for the whole family to learn about Christ's family tree in anticipation of 

His birthday. For each day of Advent, an ornament representing a spot on the timeline of Christianity 

from creation throughout the Old Testament to Jesus' birth in Bethlehem is added to the tree, which 

is named for the father of David and is widely recognized as the first person in the genealogy of Jesus 

Christ. The "tree" can be an evergreen similar to a traditional Christmas tree or as simple as one 

drawn on a poster board and, like the building of the Nativity scene, will help spur family activities 

through the creation of the tree and ornaments and discussion about the roots of the Catholic 

Church. For ideas on how to create ornaments for your family's Jesse Tree, just Google "Jesse Tree."  

    These are just two of the many ways that the whole family can celebrate Advent and prepare for 

the coming of the Lord. Whether through traditional means or by creating your own customs, all fami-

lies are encouraged to exercise their Catholic faith by anticipating the birth of Jesus throughout  
the Advent season. We recently asked our parishioners to share some of their favorite Advent      

(Continued on page 2) 

   I established on the first Sunday of Advent that a Season of Surprises was in our midst and to keep a 

keen eye out for surprises this Advent 2009.  Just what might they be as Advent unfolds here in and 

around the High Country? 

   Are we taken by surprises by the widening needs identified each year on our òAngel Treeó?  Of 

course, we are never surprised by the generous response within the church family to care for the 

needs like óGodõs Angelsó. 

   The surprising creativity of our stewardship committee that encompasses prayer, action, community-

building, developing talents and gifts will help us jump start 2010. 

   Have you noticed we keep blending in surprising good and new musical talent to mix with our cur-

rent minstrels and songsters?  It has also become inter-generational.  To Ricky Kovacs and his cohorts, 

we offer our abundant gratitude.  Keep the surprises coming in the year ahead. 

   Our monthly Family Masses also fall under the òsurpriseó category with each class participating and 

sharing in the work of Sunday worship.  Thank you to Ellisa and our families! 

   By staying the course and honoring our commitments to small groups within the òWhy Catholicó 

process, the parish has produced a surprising network of small communities that meet, study, pray, and  

(Continued on page 2) 
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        # 1 Chile Contestant:  

               Tish Rokoske 

   Last yearõs fall festival was so much fun that Ellisa Miller, our director of Faith Formation, 
planned another this October 4th. We were  blessed with a bright sunny day following a 

week of rain. The celebration began with a wonderful family Mass celebrated with the His-

panic community. Following this, parishioners were treated to a large repast of hot dogs, 

chili and assorted goodies in Pat Jones Hall.  A good number of parishioners participated in 

the chili cook-off competition. An expert panel of judges, including our own Father Joe, 

unanimously awarded First Prize to Tish Rokoske, seen below with her winnings.  

   Numerous activities were available outside for the children, including 

several inflatable toys, game booths and crafts.  Adults took the opportunity 

to socialize and enjoy the weather.  

   A big thank you goes to everyone who helped plan, set up and clean up for 

 this event!  

FALL FESTIVAL: FABUL OUS  

traditions on our listserv. They may provide additional ideas for beginning your Advent traditions or starting new ones.  

                                                      Mike Flynn 
 

 

Rose Bridgeman: 

I put the Advent wreath on the table where we eat most often and I keep a copy of a brochure that has a special prayer for each 

week of Advent with it.  We read it before the blessing.    

When the children were little we made an "Advent Calendar" out of a piece of burlap hung on a dowel.  We drew a Christmas 

tree on it using fabric paint then glued pieces of Velcro randomly on the tree. The kids drew and cut Advent or Christmas sym-

bols (including Jesse tree symbols) out of felt and put Velcro on back. Place one symbol on the tree each day of Advent  and talk 

about the symbolism or the related bible story.  
 

Louise Ochoa: 

I have kept alive a tradition I had while growing up. Our family always celebrates the feast of St. Nicholas on Dec. 7. We hang 

our stockings the night before and receive candy and  a small òstocking stufferó or two.  It is an opportunity to talk about the 

real St. Nicholas and is always an eagerly awaited day. Children have a hard time waiting for Christmas and this breaks up the 

long month. It is also the only day of the year when we have cookies at breakfast! 

(Continued from page 1) Advent: A Time for Preparation 

care for each other.  What a pleasant surprise this has been to the parish. 

   Our Hispanic community, mainly Mexican, will soon ready themselves to share their great Mexican feast of Our Lady of Guada-

lupe.  Their presence among us is strong and stable, even flourishing in many areas through the stellar efforts of Mr. Temoc Gon-

zalez.  In addition, Milo Rubio provides excellent musical leadership each liturgy.  It is no surprise that good leaders make a differ-

ence, and Temoc and Milo are two who make a large impact with our Hispanic community and all of us.  We are fortunate and 

blessed. 

   I trust you would not be surprised to know how capable the pastoral ministry of the parish is provided for each day by the pas-

toral staff.  Beverly Wood, Ginger Bryant, Ellisa Miller, and Ricky Kovacs all give evidence of deep respect for their service to you 

personally and the parish as a whole.  They are a Christmas gift year around to us, especially to me.  I enjoy serving with them. 

   On a delightful and surprising note, Beverly has opened up her home in Todd for the staff Christmas brunch this year.  You 

wonõt have to ask; we will have a good time! 

   Of course, the View goes to press long before all the surprises of Advent will come to fruition.  So who 

knows if Santa has another National Football Championship to surprise the ASU community?  Who knows what 

personal happenings will occur?  What developments and surprises loom on the horizon for our church family?  

The surprises for our nation and world are likely being played out somewhere between our hopes and anxieties. 

    Advent 2009, a Season of Surprises!  Prepare the Way of the Lord! 

Merry Christmas!  Happy New Year 2010!   

Fr. Joe 

(Continued from page 1)   Father Joeôs View 
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   We have had a wonderful influx of new parishioners this fall! 

Please join us in welcoming them to our parish and helping 

them feel at home. 

 

Jamie and Corinne Kachmarik and Drew 

age 2 and Ava 4 months (a newly baptized 

member of St. Eõs).  They recently moved 

from Myrtle Beach. 

 

Eugene and Martha Messenkopf, relocating 

from Pleasantville NY. 

 

Aaron and Carrie Peterson and their children, Hannah, Sarah, 

Joshua, and Leah.  The family is from Winston Salem. You may 

see Aaron playing drums at Mass. 

 

Carmen and Nicolae Albus and three children Alexander, 

Alexis, & Axel, have moved from Palm City, FL. 

 

Deborah Passalacqua moved from Coconut Creek, FL. 
 

Timothy and Lynn Windmeyer and baby Stella, 8 months old 

are from Kenya. 

 

Virginia Turley, moved from Hickory. 

 

Mark and Melissa Gutschall and child Nathan, 2 years old, 

moved from Christiansburg, VA. 

 

Joseph and Angela Nuzzi and baby Sophia have recently joined 

the parish. 

Welcome New Parishioners  

    Perhaps more than any other time of year, the Christmas 

season is a time when our thoughts and charitable donations 

go to those who are not as fortunate as ourselves.  But did 

you know that as part of St Elizabethõs mission outreach, the 

parish regularly contributes to local charities? One such bene-

ficiary is OASIS, Inc. (Opposing Abuse with Services, Informa-

tion, and Shelter). The following profile details some of the 

charityõs activities in our area.  

   Founded in 1978, OASIS, Inc. is dedicated to ending domes-

tic violence and sexual assault in Watauga County. OASIS 

works toward this mission in three ways: 

Providing comprehensive emergency services, transitional 

support, and a safe environment for survivors as they 

explore options for a violence-free life.  

Providing education and skill development to encourage 

families in our community to create and maintain healthy 

peer and intimate partner relationships that are based on 

respect and equality. 

Helping to create a community that supports survivors 

through advocacy and education. 

 

OASIS Services are varied and extensive including : 

Emergency shelter for victims of family violence or sexual 

assault. 

Transitional and permanent supportive housing for cli-

ents. 

Local and toll-free 24-hour crisis line. 

Support services for those who are victims of family vio-

lence or sexual assault, including help with finding legal 

rights, housing, employment, mental health & substance 

abuse treatment, and other services. 

Support groups for women and children. 

Family violence and sexual assault prevention programs 

for children, teenagers, college students, and adults. 

Community education and outreach. 

Collaboration with other agencies that offer complemen-

tary services. 

 

   Last year OASIS  staff (9) and volunteers (60+) provided 

crisis intervention, shelter and support services for 264 vic-

tims and survivors and 168 of their children.  We answered 

over 860 crisis and information calls and provided outreach 

and educational programs for more than 6000 students and 

community members.  Unfortunately, in the past two years 

we have seen a 20% increase in the demand for our ser-

vices.   Each year we must raise more than $500,000 in order 

to effectively support victims and their children 24 hours a 

day, 365 days each year.  

  

   Currently 2/3rds of our funding is derived from State and 

Federal grants we apply for each year and then we work to 

raise the remaining funds locally though the United Way, 

Town of Boone, Watauga County, as well as from individuals, 

businesses, civic groups and communities of faith.  We are so 

very grateful to St. Elizabeth and their members who have 

placed a priority on serving those who desperately need 

safety, shelter and support.  

                                        Jennifer Herman 

The Angel Tree  
 

   During the Christmas Season,  

St. Elizabeth partners with the Hunger 

Coalition to identify seniors, families 

and children who need help and  

support.  We adopt twenty  

individuals and families as well as  

St. Elizabethõs own  families who need 

help at Christmas.   

 

   Members from our community 

choose an angel from the tree to adopt and purchase food, 

clothing, basic necessities and toys. The gifts are wrapped by 

our youth and delivered by the Knights of Columbus.  We 

enjoy partnering with the Hunger Coalition since they have 

been coordinating this community effort for more than 20 

years. 
 Thank you to all the members of St. Elizabethõs who work 

together to make this such a successful effort. 

OASIS Update  
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   Near the feasts of All Souls and All Saints Day an offrenda was displayed in St Elizabethõs gathering space by members of our His-

panic community. This beautiful display was created to lovingly remember a dead relative and celebrate their life.  In Mexico offrendas 

are one means they celebrate El Dia de Muertos or Day of the Dead on November 1 and 2nd. The offrenda is a colorful tablecloth 

covered table decorated with candles, cempasúchil flowers (marigolds), and plates of food. Photographs of the deceased and even 

cigarettes or alcohol may be included. There are many traditional foods used to celebrate this holiday. One is Calabaza en Tacha, a 

pumpkin dessert prepared with dark sugar and cinnamon. Pan de Muerto, or Day of the Dead bread is another traditional offering. 

These yeast breads flavored with anise and orange peel are decorated with strips of dough to resemble bones. A small round piece of 

dough at the top represents teardrops. In addition to their use in offrendas, Pan de Muerto is often taken to gravesides of deceased 

relatives and friends. Sweets made with sugar and shaped into skulls or skeletons are treats commonly prepared to celebrate this 

holiday. 

   El Dia de Muertos has its origins in Aztec traditions of 

celebrating the passage of death into a new life. The de-

ceased were often buried with personal objects which 

they would need on their journey. The Aztecs used the 

cempasúchil flower to remember their dead. Its orange 

and brown colors represented the earth and was thought 

to help guide the souls to their homes and offrendas. 

Many families grow their own cempasúchil to decorate 

gravesides or offrendas. 

   The Day of the Dead is a grand celebration of life! 

EL DIA DE MUERTOS  

  

 

              Wednesdays   Los Miércoles  

                          3pm -8pm  
 
   òIn those days he departed to the mountain to pray, and he 

spent the night in prayer to God.  When day came, he called his 

disciples to himself, and from them he chose Twelve, whom he 

also named apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, and his 

brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, 

Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called a 

Zealot, and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who be-

came a traitor.ó Luke 6: 12-16  

 

   Throughout the Gospels, Jesus can be found praying, on the 

mountain, in the desert, in a garden.  He made specific, regular 

time to go away and spend time with God.  The Stewardship 

Ministry would now like to offer you the same opportunity.  We 

begin hosting Prayer in the Presence the first week of Advent.  

We invite each and every parishioner to this remarkable prayer 

experience. 

 

   Jesus called his disciples by name, as shown here in Luke.  He 

called the disciples to himself.  He also calls each of us to come to 

him.     

                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                Sheryl Kane 

PRAYER IN THE PRESENCE   

LA ORACIÓN EN LA PRESENCIA 

Imagine Christ calling you by nameéPerhaps he would 

say: 

 
éConnie, come to meé 

éFrank, come sit with meé 

éMary, spend quiet time with meé 

éMichael, listen to me with your hearté 

éRichard, pray with meé 

éBarbara, follow my hearté 

éJames, I want you with meé 

éJudy, give me an houré 

éJohn, come read my word with meé 

éElizabeth, be with me, just you and Ié 

éJose, venga a m²é 

éCarmen, ore conmigoé 

 

"Could you not watch one hour with Me?"  

¿No pudieron mantenerse despiertos conmigo ni una 

hora?ó  


